LTE TEMPLATE NO. 2
(Urging Voting)

To the Editor:
I have read that voter turnout in West Virginia is among the lowest in the nation. Do West Virginians care less about their government than people in other states? I don’t think so.
The problem is that we don’t feel like our vote really matters. We don’t think politicians are listening to us. Politicians in Charleston seem only interested in fighting culture wars, while average citizens are concerned about the cost of living and keeping their families safe and healthy.
Take drinking water safety. Bills introduced this year in the Legislature that would have improved the safety of drinking water couldn’t even get a vote. [HB 4642 WV Clean Water Act of 2025, SB 457 Water Filtration Equipment for Residents with Unsafe Water]. The same thing happened to a bill to monitor water usage by big data centers. [HB 5590]
In [______ County] we will elect our Delegate to the Legislature on November 3. Only a handful of votes can win elections like this. Some local elections around the country are so close that they have to be decided by a coin flip or a roll of the dice. [https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2023/11/21/mayor-election-coin-toss-north-carolina/]
Sure, people have busy lives, but voting is the one way we have to change the direction of our government. I am proud of my state and the community where I live, but we could do better when it comes to voting. 
I’m going to ask the candidates about issues that really matter. And then I’m going to vote for the ones that make sense on issues like affordability and safe drinking water, regardless of their political party.
I invite the readers of your newspaper to join me in this approach.
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