LTE TEMPLATE NO. 1
(Identifying Petrochem Pollution as an Election Issue)

To the Editor:
I was disappointed to read in a recent [article/interview] in your newspaper that [Candidate Joe Smith] did not mention pollution of our drinking water as an important issue for the Legislature. There is nothing more important than keeping our families safe and healthy.
We are blessed to live in the beautiful Ohio River Valley. But heavy chemical manufacturing and the oil and gas industry have not always been good neighbors. We have seen for years how chemical spills and even intentional dumping have polluted our waters.
Most of us in this area get our drinking water from the river, or from wells fed from river water. Sometimes our drinking water smells and tastes odd.  This has me worried – and I’m not alone in this.
I saw where the city of Weirton had to sue some big company in July to recover the damage caused by forever chemicals released into the river. It seems like this never stops. [https://www.reviewonline.com/news/local-news/2026/04/weirton-area-water-board-files-federal-lawsuit-against-arcwood-environmental/]
But the West Virginia Legislature is stuck on other, less important issues. Just this year, there were drinking water safety bills introduced in the Legislature that couldn’t even get a vote. [HB 4642 WV Clean Water Act of 2025, SB 457 Water Filtration Equipment for Residents with Unsafe Water]
The average citizen doesn’t have many ways to change the direction of our government, but we can vote. There is an election coming up on November 3. I’m going to be asking the candidates for the Legislature how they plan to keep our drinking water safe. And then I’m going to vote for the ones who are committed to that. 
I hope other people will join me in this.
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