2026 WATER-RELATED BILLS IN WV LEGISLATURE

1. HB 5590. Regulating Data Center Groundwater Use. Introduced on 2/16/26. 

Would have added a new section to the West Virginia Code concerning water quantity disclosure and review for certified high-impact data centers.

Died in Committee.

2. HB 5415. New and Existing Orphan Well Prevention Act. Introduced 2/10/26.

Would have prevented oil and gas wells from becoming “orphaned” — meaning wells left without a responsible operator or bonding to ensure they are properly plugged and reclaimed — and would have required financial assurances so that wells are eventually plugged and don’t pose environmental or property risks.

Died in Committee.

3. HB 5414. New Oil & Gas Well Plugging Assurance. Introduced on 2/10/26.

Would have prevented new oil and gas wells — especially horizontal wells — from becoming orphaned and left unplugged, which can harm landowners, property values, groundwater, and the environment.

Died in Committee.

4. HB 5009. Effect of Zoning Ordinance on Groundwater Usage. Introduced on 1/30/26.

Would have amended WV Code §8A-7-10, which limits municipal zoning regulation of water use, to permit such regulation over groundwater extracted for commercial use, but then forbids such regulation “in high-growth counties with karst terrain,” such as in the Eastern Panhandle. 

Died in Committee.

5. HB 5008. State Water Resources Management Plan. Introduced on 1/30/26.

Would have amended West Virginia’s Water Resources Protection Act to add new definitions and reporting requirements focused on groundwater use, especially in areas known as growth counties (which have majority karst terrain).

Died in Committee.

6. SB 641. Above-Ground Storage Tanks. Introduced on 1/28/26.

Would have further weakened source-water protection against leaking chemical storage tanks.
Passed the House on 3/12/26, Senate concurred in House amendments and passed bill. Sent the Governor on 3/18/26.
Thanks to strong advocacy, the bill was significantly amended to maintain safeguards for tanks near drinking water sources.
7. HB 4832. Protecting State Groundwater Resources. Introduced on 1/26/26
Would have required high-impact data centers to report and obtain approval for water use, authorized DEP to restrict withdrawals to protect state water resources, and mandated public notice and hearings before approval.
Died in Committee.

8. HB 4669. Safe Drinking Water Act. Introduced on 1/21/26.

Would have prevented the addition of fluoride to drinking water.

Died in Committee.

9. SB 457. Providing Water Filtration Equipment to Residents Whose Water is Deemed Unsafe. Introduced on 1/16/26.

Would have provided at state expense water filtration systems to homes where drinking water was determined by the DOH to contain contaminants above recommended levels.

Died in Committee.

10. SB 222. Establishing Monitoring of Above-Ground Public Water Systems. Introduced on 1/14/26.

Would have created water-level status planning for above-ground municipal water tanks, increased transparency of municipal water operations, and directed the PSC to develop plans for training and hiring additional public water service employees.

Died in Committee. 


11. HB 4683. Protecting Groundwater from Data Center Abuse and Other Threats. Introduced on 1/21/26.

Would have established new protections for groundwater, aquifers, and private wells, recognizing them as finite and essential resources. Aimed at preventing depletion of groundwater by data centers and ensuring industrial development doesn’t compromise water resources or burden the public.

Died in Committee.

12. HB 4642. West Virginia Clean Drinking Water Act of 2026. Introduced on 1/21/26.

Would have strengthened drinking water safety, modernized standards, improved infrastructure, and protected public health throughout the state.

Died in Committee.

13. HB 4615. Public Water Supply Reform Act. Introduced on 1/20/26.

Would have created water-level status planning for above-ground municipal water tanks, increased transparency of municipal water operations, and required citizen updates every three hours during service disruptions.

Died in Committee.
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